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Summary. I present a couple of experiments in which the different behaviour of females and males with respect to power, or better, the search for power is analyzed. I define power in a very strict sense as “possession of control, authority, or influence over others” and specifically as the authority to distribute a certain amount of money among individuals. In the first experiment I study the subjects decision when they have the chance to take part to an auction to acquire power, and in the second experiment I observe subjects when they have the possibility to exchange the authority to decide (power) with altruism via a series of ultimatum and dictator games. The results suggest that a demand for power exists, that is subjects are willing to pay in order to buy the right to decide and moreover that individuals reduce their degree of altruism when enter in a competition for power. Interestingly enough,  a remarkable gender effect emerges, suggesting that women seem less attracted and trapped by competition for power. 
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